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-Walking the beat

A new San Frenciscan, Dennis McNally, has just
published a blockbuster of a biography of Jack
Kerpuae. It's called “Desnlate Angel — Jack Kerosuac,
the Beat Generation and America” (Réndom House,
$130 ' ;

Dennis MeXNallv, who is around 30 and hoids a
Ph.D. from the University of Massachusetts, is current-
Iy at work on 2 novel, If it is half as goed as “Desolate
Angel.” it ought 1¢ be sensational..

He has written an action- and anecdote-packed
chronicle of the Beat Generation — Ker ouac himself,
but also such larger-thandife figures as poet Allen
Ginsherg; novelist Wiiliam Burroughs; reporter Lucien
Carr; noveilst John Clellon Hoimes {his novel “Go" first
announced the Beat scenel playwright  Michael Mc-
Clure, poet Gragory Corso; poet Gary Snyder; and, of
course, the near-mythic Meal Cassady, whom Kerouac
immortalized as Deap Moriarity in, “On the Road.” the
most lasting literary iegacy — along with Ginsberg's
. poem "Howl"” — of the Beat Generation.

I kad no idea until reading MceNMally's book that the
entire ¢ircle revolving around Kerouwac and Ginsberg
and Cassady was gav, or at least bisexual Kerouac
himsell was bisexual. We already understand the Deat
movement as a forerunner of the counter-culture of
the 1960s. MeNally's book, 1 believe, will go a long way
towards eﬂtahhshmg this mavement as some sort of
gverture to the gay rights movement of the 19705 As
McNMally develops it, s0 many of the protagonists of this
earthouaking literary/social movement sustained. at
one time or another sexval connections with each
other. Only Ginsberg came out of the closet; Kerouac
never did, To the end of his life, moreover, the died of
complications foilowing aicoholism in ' 1969), Kerouac
maintained an

of His raliing, however, he solicited sex from Ginsherg.
He aizo had a rather unsatisfazctory one-night stand
with Gore Vidal,
Sex, drugs and booze pervade tius book like
‘pecurrent leitmotifs because lhese preoccupations
nervaded the lives of the beats. Kerouac had o be
hospitalized just after World War 11 because of his use
of Benzadrine. He wrote most of his books on one drug
or another, or after filling his stemach with booze —
Jack Daniecl's, white port and brandy being among his
favorites. William Burroughs was on junk for a number
of years and wrote about heroin addiction In his novel
"‘;‘-.*ai-;ﬂd Lunch."
Neal Cassady had an aiffair with Allen Ginsberg,
Ja.{.h: Kerouac moved in with Neal and Carolyn Cassady.
Carciyn pfa}*qg wife to both of them. Bu.mugﬁﬁ a
homaosexual, had erotic e'r"lbitmn‘i towards a number of
the gmup
I cmphasize ail of this,
m*pms:—.mn of Meokally's book. It is pot a work of
prurience or %fnnda]-mﬁngermg. It is a serious,
schojarly study, absolutely magnificent in its Hterary
and socio-political judgments. MeNally has a large
theme in hand, one larger.even than the life of Jack
Kerovac

not to give a falss

Archie Bunkerdike contempt for what
he termed “the queers and the faggots.” Al the height

It is this, The bohemiznism of -New York in the
1445 became the Beal Generation of the 1950s and the
protest generation of the 1960s. Attitudes that began as
revolutionary and disruptive are now mainsiream
Marin County. It took 30 years for this process of

_assimilation t0 occur. At each stage of dewetnpment

mainstream America — in the form of the media =
reached into the protest movement, decided what was
usable, then proceeded to appropriate it. Attitudes
towards drugs and sexuality, for instance, that were.
avant garde among Kerouac and his circle in the 194!:.%
in New York are commonplace. i :
In this process of representative pl]gnmaga Jacir.-

Kerouac used himself up. The establishment might in

the long run bave assimilated many of his attitudes and -
values: in the interim, however, he was excoriated by -
establishment critics as-a literary freak.. In this; he
resembled another American writer who burnt himseif -
out on booze, Edgar Allen Poe. In his effort to stav two
decades ahead of his times, Jack Kerouac stoked his -
body with drugs and alcohol. Iromically, these abuses
cost him exactly two decades of life. He died i his 'atE'
405, after having lived a lifetime and a haif.. .
He died hitter because his times had pﬂﬁﬁd hin b::.’ .
America always gets the bast of everyone. This process.
is ruthless, even brutal. But it goes on. Having taken
from Kerouac what it wanied, America tucked him
away into a  lower-middleclass bungalow in . St
Petersberg, Fla., parking him in front of a television set
with a half- -quart can of beer in his hand. Bocn to the
working class, Kerouac raged against the long night of
the bourgeoisie. The bourgeoisie g0t hlp - just a little
bit, mind you — said “Thanks, Jack” 1hen procesded
to mock Kerouac for his wnrking*:]asa manners, his
tenderly ardent Roman Catholicism, his belief in the
essential goodness of ordinary people and. most of ail.’
his belief that literature was something E&I‘I‘.Hld »hrmign
experience and suffering and pain. : :



