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A LONG STRANGE TRIP

THE INSIDE HISTORY OF
THE GRATEFUL DEAD
DENNIS MCNALLY
(BROADIWAY: 600 PGS $30)

By PHIL GALLO

ock 'n’ roll and its associat-
ed lifestyles usually look
most attractive to the fringe
players, the folks who concert-

goers see standing on the side of |

the stage during the show with
all-access laminates around their
necks and — in the case of manyv
during the *60s and '70s — a
passel of drugs in tow. Dennis
McNally, who approached the
Dead 22 vears ago with the inten-
tion of being their biographer and
historian, and then became their
publicist in 1984, certainly has
that vantage point over the last 14
vears of the band's existence.
But it's the deep digging into the
plavers’ origins and the social
setting from which the band
sprang that makes “A Long
Strange Trip"” such an engaging
read. “Trip” is certainly proof
lightning only strikes once: Any
band that uses the Dead’s tale as
a primer on how to succeed in the
music business without really
trving will find themselves col-
lapsing in the starting blocks.

It's no su urprise that Jerry Gareia
is his central ch 1aract What is a
surprise is how pers
ennui and the Zen-like peace he de-
rived from leading without decizive-
ness gave the Dead their overriding
character. The Grateful Dead, quite
bizarrely, was a sum of its parts
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of a new W albums such

“Workingman's Dead” and

sady. Cassady is part
of the Dead’s story, but the role he
play en over by Bear; were
there ever a film made on the Dead,
Bear's poo.v. would be a fine way to go.
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UNCLE JER'S BAND: Jerry Garcia's
ennui and Zen-like peace gae
character to the evalvin g band.
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Greek guide helps

logue and character comes first.
Th 1e ability to plot comes later.”
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