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the Grateful Dead
Broadway Books, $30.00
Reviewed by Richard B. Simon
To journalists seeking face-time with the Grateful Dead, publicist Dennis

McNally tends t0 come across as a real hardass. Since 1 984, he has been

the iirewall protecting their off-stage personae from the scrutinous public

,9y-e.-ibultherpubl,ief$r$i0.,fas always been a side job. A.tr:ained historian: ,

,'withra PiiD. f'om the,Unlv ity-o! Massachuse,tts, McNa[y was lrrst tapped
. by,gLiilarisl Jerry ffnplis:1o.1960, to write the bandlsrhistoryi A Lgng . , :

Strange Trip: The lnside History 0f the Grateful Dead.

"1llvg:,19s;ng6 llqry l0 be a publicist and l'm glad,to d0 it;': said McNally,
52' as ther0th€r 0neq1 rehearsal thundered through the wall at the:Dead's

Club Front studio/office In Marin County, "but this is what lcame for.''

McNally.was working'on his dissertation when a friend dragged him to :

his first Dead show, turning him on in one fell swoop t0 the psychedelic

experighce, the Dead;,and,a btoader vjsion of his life's work-a two.vol.
ume history of bohemia'ln post-World War ll America, Volume one,wouid:be

told through the life of Kerouac (Desotale Angel: Jack Kerouac, the Beat

Generatian, and Amelic6):,6q6 volume two through the Grateful Dead:;: . ..
"l saw these oonnections,,between these two greal,social Bhenomena--

Relix . August/September 2002
. :. r:aai!4.4,:. .. !.t,:

t::.. ..:,.:, :t:...:... ::.: :rl


